Difficult Words in English
to Pronounce

Pronounced as

IPA Pronunciation Meaning

Accolade AK-uh-lade ‘aekale1d Honor or award
Anemone uh-NEM-uh-nee 8 nemani Type of flower
Archive AR-kahyv ‘a.rkarv Collection of records
Benghazi ben-GAH-zee ben’'ga:zi City in Libya

Bough bow bau Branch of a tree
Bouillon bool-YON 'bulja Clear broth
Cacophony kuh-KAH-fuh-nee ka'kofoni Harsh noise
Chameleon kuh-MEEL-yuhn ka milian Color-changing reptile
Chthonic THON-ik '‘Opnik Related to the underworld
Debris duh-BREE da'bri Scattered fragments
Dichotomy dahy-KAH-tuh-mee dar ka:temi Division into two
Epiphany ih-PIF-uh-nee I p1foni Sudden realization
Epitome Ih-PIT-uh-mee I pitomi Perfect example
Euphoria yoo-FOH-ree-uh ju:'fo:rie Intense happiness
Facade fuh-SAHD fo'sa:d False front
Flamboyant flam-BOI-uhnt fleem'borant Showy or extravagant
Fuchsia FYOO-shuh fju:fe Pink-purple color
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Gnocchi NYOH-kee "noKi Italian dumplings
Gregarious grin-GAIR-ee-uhs  gr1'geeriss Sociable or outgoing
Hierarchy HY-uhr-ahr-kee "harararki Ranking system
Hors d'oeuvre or-DURV o:rz 'da:rv Appetizer
Inchoate IN-KOH-eyt In kou.eit Rudimentary
Indict INn-DYT In dart Accuse formally
Jaundice JAWN-dis 'd30:nd1s Yellowing of skin
Juxtapose juhk-stuh-POHZ d3nkste pouz Place side by side
Kerfuffle ker-FUHF-uhl kar fafal Commotion or fuss
Knack nak naek Skill

Labyrinth LAB-uh-rinth 'laebarin® Maze

Liaison lee-AY-zahn li'er.za Connection
Maelstrom MEYL-strahm ‘meil.stra:m Whirlpool
Mnemonic Ni-MON-ik NI monik Memory aid
Nougat NOO-guht 'nu:gat Confectionery
Nuisance NOO-suhns 'nu..sans Annoyance

Opaque oh-PAYK ou ' pelk Not transparent
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Ostracize OS-truh-syz ‘astre saiz Exclude or banish
Perennial puh-REN-ee-uhl paren.i.al Long-lasting
Pernicious pur-NISH-uhs par nifas Harmful or destructive
Pneumonia noo-MOH-nee-uh nju’'mounis Lung infection
Quinoa KEEN-wah ‘Ki:nwa: Grain-like seed
Rapport ra-POR ree' po.r Connection
Rendezvous RON-duh-voo ‘randz1 vu: Meeting point
Surreptitious  suh-rup-TISH-uhs s3:rop 'tifes Secret

Tchotchke CHAHCH-kuh 'tfotfke Small decorative item
Tryst trist trist Secret meeting
Tumultuous too-MUHL-choo-uhs tju: maltfuss Chaotic or disorderly
Ubiquitous yoo-Bl-kwuh-tuhs ju: ' bikwites Everywhere
Verbose ver-BOHS var bous Wordy

Wistful WIST-fuhl ‘wist.fol Yearning

Xenial ZEE-nee-uhl 'zi:nial Hospitable

Yacht yaht jot Luxury boat

Yearn yurn j3rn Long or pine for
Yggdrasil |G-druh-sil '19.dra.sIl Mythological tree

Zealot ZEL-uht 'zelot Fanatic



