
 

 

 

 

What are the basic spelling rules? 

There are many spelling rules in the English language, but here are some of the 

most basic ones: 

 i before e, except after c or when pronounced "ay" as in neighbor or weigh. 

For example: 

Achieve (c comes before i, so use 'ie') 

Receipt (c comes before e, so use 'ei') 

Weigh (pronounced with a long 'a', so use 'ei') 

Neighbor (pronounced with a long 'a', so use 'ei') 

Deceive (c comes before i, so use 'ie') 

Believe (no c, no long 'a' sound, so use 'ei') 

 When a word ends in a consonant and "y," change the "y" to an "i" and add 

"es" to make it plural. For example, baby becomes babies. 

For example: 

Baby --> Babies 

City --> Cities 

Cherry --> Cherries 

Story --> Stories 

Pony --> Ponies 

Army --> Armies 

Party --> Parties 

Country --> Countries 

Lady --> Ladies 



 

 

Fly --> Flies 

 When adding a suffix to a word that ends in a consonant followed by a single 

vowel followed by another consonant, double the final consonant. For 

example, the verb run becomes running. 

For example: 

Run -> Running 

Big -> Bigger 

Hop -> Hopping 

Swim -> Swimming 

Rob -> Robbed 

Chat -> Chatting 

Slam -> Slammed 

Begin -> Beginning 

Stop -> Stopped 

Bat -> Batting 

Note that this rule only applies when adding a suffix that begins with a vowel 

(such as -ing, -er, or -ed) to a word that ends in a consonant followed by a single 

vowel followed by another consonant. 

 Words that end in "s," "x," "z," "ch," or "sh" often form their plural by adding 

"es" instead of "s." For example, box becomes boxes. 

For example: 

Box - Boxes: "I have two boxes of books." 

Fox - Foxes: "I saw two foxes in the woods." 

Buzz - Buzzes: "The bee buzzes around the flower." 

Church - Churches: "There are many churches in this city." 

Dish - Dishes: "Can you wash the dishes for me?" 



 

 

Brush - Brushes: "I need to buy some new brushes for painting." 

Bench - Benches: "Let's sit on the benches in the park." 

Quiz - Quizzes: "We have two quizzes next week." 

As you can see, adding "es" to these words helps to maintain their pronunciation 

and make them easier to say in their plural form. 

 "C" sounds like "k" when it comes before "a," "o," or "u." It sounds like "s" 

when it comes before "e," "i," or "y." 

For example: 

Cat - [kæt] 

Cop - [kɑp] 

Cup - [kʌp] 

However, when "C" is followed by the vowels "e," "i," or "y," it produces a soft "s" 

sound, as in "cent," "city," and "cycle." 

Examples: 

Cent - [sent] 

City - [sɪti] 

Cycle - [saɪkəl] 

This difference in pronunciation is due to the historical development of the 

English language, which borrowed words from various sources, including Latin 

and French. In these languages, "C" before "e," "i," or "y" was pronounced as "s," 

while before "a," "o," or "u" it was pronounced as "k." Over time, English adopted 

this distinction in its own pronunciation of the letter "C." 

 

 The letter "G" in English can have two different sounds: the "hard" /ɡ/ sound 

(as in "goat") and the "soft" /dʒ/ sound (as in "gem"). The pronunciation of 

"G" depends on the vowel that follows it. 



 

 

When "G" is followed by the vowels "a," "o," or "u," it usually has the hard /ɡ/ 

sound. Examples include "garden," "goat," and "gum." 

Examples: 

"Game" /ɡeɪm/ 

"Goat" /ɡoʊt/ 

"Gut" /ɡʌt/ 

When "G" is followed by the vowels "e," "i," or "y," it usually has the soft /dʒ/ 

sound. Examples include "gentle," "gin," and "gyro." 

Examples: 

"Gem" /dʒem/ 

"Giraffe" /dʒəˈræf/ 

"Gym" /dʒɪm/ 

There are, however, some exceptions to this rule, and certain words may have 

irregular pronunciations. For example, "guitar" is pronounced with a hard "g" 

sound, even though it is followed by the vowel "u." 

Overall, the pronunciation of "G" in English can be somewhat tricky, but 

understanding this rule can help you improve your pronunciation and avoid 

common mistakes. 

 "I" before "e" except after "c," or when sounded like "a" as in "neighbor" or 

"weigh." 

For example: 

Here are some examples where "I" comes before "E" after "C": 

Receive 

Deceive 

Conceit 

Receipt 



 

 

Deceit 

Conceive 

Perceive 

And here are some examples where "E" comes before "I" but not after "C": 

Weigh 

Neigh 

Eight 

Neighbor 

Freight 

Deign 

Feign 

Reign 

As you can see, there are many exceptions to this rule, and it's important to 

remember that it's not always reliable. 

 When adding a suffix to a word that ends in "e," drop the "e" before adding 

the suffix (unless the suffix starts with an "e"). For example, the word smile 

becomes smiling. 

For example: 

love + ed = loved 

hope + ful = hopeful 

dance + ing = dancing 

like + ly = likely 

excite + ment = excitement 

smile + y = smiley 

surprise + ing = surprising 



 

 

use + less = useless 

come + ing = coming 

move + ment = movement 

 When a word ends in a consonant followed by "le," the "e" is usually 

dropped before adding a suffix that begins with a vowel. For example, the 

word able becomes ability. 

For example: 

1. Able + ity = Ability 

2. Tangle + ed = Tangled 

3. Crumble + ing = Crumbling 

4. Jingle + y = Jingly 

5. Mingle + er = Mingler 

6. Sparkle + es = Sparkles 

In each of these examples, the final "e" in the base word is dropped before adding 

the suffix that begins with a vowel. 

 Words that end in "y" preceded by a consonant usually change the "y" to "i" 

before adding a suffix. For example, happy becomes happiness. 

For example: 

Happy → Happiness 

Busy → Business 

Baby → Babies 

Candy → Candies 

Carry → Carried 

Apply → Applied 

Fry → Fried 

Spy → Spying 



 

 

Beauty → Beautiful 

Mercy → Mercifully 

Note that this rule does not always apply. For example, words that end in "y" 

preceded by a vowel generally do not change the "y" before adding a suffix (e.g. 

play → playing). Additionally, some words ending in "y" preceded by a consonant 

do not follow this rule (e.g. day → days). 

 When a word ends in "c," "k," "r," "f," or "l" preceded by a single vowel, and 

the stress is on the final syllable, double the final consonant before adding a 

suffix that starts with a vowel. For example, the verb refer becomes referred. 

For example: 

hop + ed = hopped (the stress is on the final syllable and the final consonant "p" is 

doubled because it's preceded by a single vowel) 

jog + ing = jogging (the final consonant "g" is not doubled because the stress is not 

on the final syllable) 

chat + er = chatter (the final consonant "t" is doubled because it's preceded by a 

single vowel and the stress is on the final syllable) 

big + er = bigger (the final consonant "g" is not doubled because it's not preceded 

by a single vowel) 

plan + ing = planning (the final consonant "n" is not doubled because it's not 

preceded by a single vowel) 

pat + ed = patted (the final consonant "t" is doubled because it's preceded by a 

single vowel and the stress is on the final syllable) 

smell + y = smelly (the final consonant "l" is doubled because it's preceded by a 

single vowel and the stress is on the final syllable) 

 When two vowels are next to each other in a word, the first vowel is usually 

pronounced as a long vowel sound. For example, the word "boat" has a long 

"o" sound. 

For example: 

"beat" 



 

 

"coat" 

"dine" 

"fuel" 

"heat" 

"moat" 

"neat" 

"pie" 

"road" 

"soup" 

"tie" 

"vial" 

Note that while this is a general rule in English, there are many exceptions and 

variations in pronunciation depending on factors such as regional dialects and 

individual speech patterns. 

 Some words have silent letters. For example, the "k" in "knight" is silent, and 

the "h" in "hour" is silent. 

For example: 

Knight 

Honest 

Hour 

Knee 

Wrist 

Psychology 

Island 

Salmon 



 

 

Tomb 

Debt 

In all of these words, one or more letters are not pronounced, but they are still 

written in the word. These silent letters often come from the word's etymology, 

which is the study of its origin and history. 

Remember, spelling rules in English can be complex and there are many 

exceptions. However, by learning and practicing these rules, you can improve 

your spelling skills. 

How to spell words correctly? 

Here are some tips for spelling words correctly: 

Learn the spelling rules and patterns for English words. This includes the basic 

spelling rules such as the ones I mentioned earlier, as well as more complex rules 

such as how to spell words with prefixes and suffixes. 

Practice, practice, practice. The more you practice spelling words correctly, the 

more natural it will become. 

Use mnemonics or memory tricks to help you remember difficult words. For 

example, to remember how to spell "necessary," you could use the phrase "one 

collar and two sleeves are necessary." 

Break down longer words into smaller parts to make them easier to spell. For 

example, the word "maintenance" can be broken down into "main-ten-ance." 

Use a dictionary or spell-checker to check the spelling of words you are unsure of. 

Read a lot. The more you read, the more you will become familiar with the 

spelling of common words. 

Write regularly. Writing helps you practice your spelling and become more 

comfortable with using words correctly in context. 

However, by following these tips and continuing to practice, you can improve 

your spelling skills over time. 


